
 
Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 

Expert Group on Wildlife Response 
Online meeting, 7 February 2022 

 

EG WILDLIFE 1-2022 

 

 

 Page 1 of 2  
 

Document title Self-Assessment Tool going online  

Code 4-2 

Category INF 

Agenda Item 4 - EG WILDLIFE activities 

Submission date 1.2.2022 

Submitted by Sea Alarm Foundation 

Reference   

 

Background 

Since 2016, the Self-Assessment Tool (SAT) has been used as a tool for Contracting Parties to report progress 

in developing their national oiled wildlife preparedness. The SAT was supported by RESPONSE 25-2018 as the 

reporting tool on oiled wildlife preparedness. CPs that participated in the Expert Group on Oiled Wildlife 

Response (EWG OWR, predecessor to the Expert Group on Wildlife Response (EG WILDLIFE)) have filled out 

the tool as part of their reporting to the HELCOM Response Working Group every two years.  The SAT has 

also been adopted by the Bonn Agreement’s OTSOPA Group, although results are not routinely reported at 

meetings, and has also been used by a number of Mediterranean countries as part of the RETOS and the 

West MOPoCo projects. The tool is therefore already in use by countries from all three major Regional 

Agreements in Europe, as a way to benchmark and evaluate the level of preparedness for oiled wildlife 

emergencies.  

Sea Alarm has recently transformed the tool from an excel format into an online format, housed within the 

Sea Alarm website at https://www.sea-alarm.org/self-assessment-tool/. The new online tool is a pilot (see 

Figure 1 below), designed to be easier to use than the previous excel-based version. The online version 

ensures that all completed SAT’s from one country are saved in one location and can be accessed and 

reviewed year after year or whenever needed. SATs from different countries in Europe will be kept in the 

same place allowing Sea Alarm to access and support countries if needed.  It also allows for preparedness 

averages to be easily created and visualised per region, which is an efficient way to present the current state 

of play throughout the different regional seas in Europe. 

In the pilot version, the SAT is not publicly available. It can only be accessed via a login provided by Sea Alarm 

(no logins have been issued so far). One account is provided per country to ensure that only one national 

version of the tool is submitted (with the idea that all stakeholders in each country discuss the SAT together 

before completing it online). 

Once logged in, HELCOM countries would have access to the SAT application, including a guide on how to 

complete it and will be able to complete their own SAT straightaway (they might also find previously 

completed versions of the SAT that Sea Alarm have transferred into the system). Countries with a login will 

also have access to a view of the different SAT diagrams from other countries within the HELCOM Region 

that have also completed the SAT online (see Figure 2, results from 2020 transferred by Sea Alarm). HELCOM 

countries would also be able to view the SAT diagrams from countries in the North Sea and Mediterranean 

regions. The underlying data that generated the diagrams is only visible by individual countries.  

Sea Alarm will provide a short demo of the pilot online SAT tool during the meeting. 

https://www.sea-alarm.org/self-assessment-tool/
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Figure 1 – Entry (login) page to the Self-Assessment Tool on Sea Alarm’s website 

 

 

Figure 2 – Results page for HELCOM countries 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information provided about the new online Self-Assessment Tool 

(SAT) and to consider the following: 

- Is the SAT still useful as a HELCOM tool for reporting progress on developing national oiled wildlife 

preparedness?  

- Are Contracting Parties willing to keep using it for this purpose? 

- Is there added value in keeping the tool updated online and, in that way, having access to  the 

results from other countries when logged in? 


